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SUBJECT: ADVANCE NOTIFICATION OF TRANSIT SHIPMENTS OF 
STRATEGIC QUANTITIES OF SPECIAL NUCLEAR MATERIAL (SSNM) 

1 . THE U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION (NRC) IS CON- 
SIDERING THE ADOPTION OF NEW REGULATIONS WHICH WILL REQUIRE 
CARRIERS TO PROVIDE ADVANCE NOTIFICATION TO U.S. AUTHORITIES 
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OF ANY INTERNATIONAL SHIPMENTS OF FORMULA QUANTITIES OF 
STRATEGIC SPECIAL NUCLEAR MATERIAL (SSNM) WHICH TRANSIT 
U.S. TERRITORY (NOT INCLUDING OVERFLIGHTS) ENROUTE TO A 
THIRD COUNTRY. SSNM IS DEFINED AS URANIUM-235 (CONTAINED IN 
URANIUM HIGHLY ENRICHED TO 20 PERCENT OR MORE IN U-235), 
URANIUM-233, OR PLUTONIUM. GENERALLY SPEAKING. A FORMULA 
QUANTITY OF SSNM MEANS MORE THAN 5 KILOGRAMS OF HIGHLY EN- 
RICHED URANIUM OR MORE THAN 2 KILOGRAMSOF PU ORU-233. 
TECHNICALLY, A FORMULA QUANTITY OF SSNM IS DEFINED AS 5,000 
GRAMS OR MORE COMPUTED BY THE FORMULA: TOTAL GRAMS OF CON- 
TAINED URANIUM-235 PLUS 2.5 TIMES THE NUMBER OF GRAMS OF 
URANIUM-233 PLUS 2.5 TIMES THE NUMBER OF GRAMS OF PLUTONIUM. 

2. THE PROPOSED NEW REGULATIONS WOULD BE INTENDED TO 
PROVIDE A MEANS TO ASSURE THAT FORMULA QUANTITIES OF SSNM 
TRANSITING THE U.S. ARE ACCORDED ADEQUATE PHYSICAL SECURITY 
PROTECTION. THE REGULATIONS WOULD ALSO BE 

INTENDED TO IMPLEMENT THE ADVANCE COORDINATION MEASURES 
RECOMMENDED IN PARAGRAPH 6.2. 1 1 . 1 OF IAEA PUBLICATION 
INFCIRC/225. 

3. THE POSSIBLE MECHANISMS FOR ACHIEVING THE LEVEL OF 
SECURITY REQUIRED BY U.S. DOMESTIC REGULATIONS FOR TRANSIT 
SHIPMENTS HAS NOT YET BEEN DECIDED AND MAY BE CONSIDERED ON 
A CASE-BY CASE BASIS DEPENDING ON THE STOPOVER DURATION OF 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 STATE 003817 

THE PLANE OR SHIP (OR OF TRANSHIPMENT ARRANGEMENTS). IF 
SCHEDULED STOPOVERS ARE EXPECTED TO BE FREQUENT, ONE WAY 
WOULD BE FOR THE FOREIGN SHIPPER TO ENGAGE AN AGENT IN THE 
U.S. WITH A PHYSICAL SECURITY PLAN APPROVED BY THE U.S. 

NRC. HOWEVER, OTHER APPROACHES WOULD ALSO BE CONSIDERED. 

4. ADDRESSEE POSTS ARE REQUESTED TO BRING THE PROPOSED 
ADVANCE NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT TO THE ATTENTION OF 
APPROPRIATE FOREIGN GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. PRIOR TO PUBLI- 
CATION OF PROPOSED REGULATIONS, NOW PLANNED FOR 

MID 1978, WE WOULD BE ESPECIALLY INTERESTED IN RECEIVING 
ANY COMMENTS OR SUGGESTIONS THEY MAY HAVE ON THE MOST 
APPROPRIATE MEANS TO ACHIEVE THE ADVANCE NOTIFICATION 
REQUIREMENT. 

5. THE NRC DESIRES TO IMPLEMENT THESE RULES WITH THE LEAST 
POSSIBLE INTERFERENCE AND INCONVENIENCE TO THE SHIPPER AND 
CARRIER CONSISTENT WITH THE APPLICATION OF ADEQUATE 
PHYSICAL SECURITY. IN ORDER TO AFFORD ALL POSSIBLE CON 
SIDERATION IN THIS REGARD. IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF ADDRESSEE 
POSTS WOULD REQUEST APPROPRIATE FOREIGN OFFICIALS TO 
PROVIDE POST WITH ANY READILY AVAILABLE REPEAT READILY 
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AVAILABLE DATA ON THE NUMBER AND SCOPE OF PAST SSNM SHIP- 
MENTS WHICH HAVE BEEN EXPORTED FROM THEIR RESPECTIVE 
COUNTRIES, AND WHICH TRANSITED THE U.S. (NOT INCLUDING 
OVERFLIGHTS), PRIOR TO ARRIVAL AT THE COUNTRY OF ULTIMATE 
DESTINATION. ADDITIONALLY, ANY READILY AVAILABLE 
PROJECTIONS ON THE NUMBER AND SCOPE OF PROSPECTIVE SHIP- 
MENTS WHICH ARE EXPECTED TO TRANSIT THE U.S. WOULD BE 
HELPFUL. ADDRESSEE POSTS ARE REQUESTED REPORT ANY DATA 
RECEIVED AS A RESULT OF THIS INQUIRY, OR INDICATION OF 
RESPONSE BY FOREIGN OFFICIAL(S), BY TELEGRAM SLUGGED FOR 
ATTENTION OF NRC. CHRISTOPHER 
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